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It’s no surprise that John McCain leads Hillary Clinton by twenty-five percentage points in
Alaska. After all, George W. Bush won the state by twenty-five points in Election 2004 and by
thirty-one points four years earlier.

However, it is surprising to note that Barack Obama starts the general election trailing McCain
by just five percentage points, 48% to 43%.

The big difference in results for the Democratic hopefuls can be found among Alaska’s
unaffiliated voters. McCain leads Clinton by eight percentage points among the unaffiliateds but
Obama leads McCain by a two-to-one margin among those same voters.

McCain is viewed favorably by 63% of Alaska voters, Obama by 55%, and Clinton by just 35%.

Nationally, McCain is in a close race with both Clinton and Obama in the Rasmussen Reports
daily Presidential Tracking Poll.

In Alaska, 38% say the economy is the top voting issue in 2008. Twenty-five percent (25%) say
it’s the War in Iraq.

Just 19% rate the economy as good or excellent. Forty-two percent (42%) say it’s in fair shape
while 38% rate the economy as poor. Only 12% believe the economy is getting better while 74%
say it’s getting worse. Those figures are similar to the national average.

Fifty-one percent (51%) say the U.S. and its allies are winning the War on Terror while 26% say
the terrorists are winning. Thirty-five percent (35%) say the situation in Iraq will get better over
the next six months while 39% expect it to get worse. Those figures are a bit more pessimistic
than the national average.

Seventy percent (70%) of Alaska voters say that American society is generally fair and decent
while 22% say it is unfair and discriminatory.

Alaska Survey of 500 Likely Voters
April 7, 2008

John McCain (R) vs. Hillary Clinton (D)
John McCain (R) 57%
Hillary Clinton (D) 32%
Some Other Candidate 7%
Not Sure 4%
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John McCain (R) vs. Barack Obama (D)
John McCain (R) 48%
Barack Obama (D) 43%
Some Other Candidate 5%
Not Sure 4%
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